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THE CENTRAL TRUTH 
 
James 4 — Faith Submits Fully to God and Rejects Worldliness and Pride 
 
James calls believers to repentance, humility, and wholehearted submission to God. Divided 
loyalty between God and the world leads to conflict, pride, and spiritual weakness, but grace is 
given to the humble. 
 
 
OVERALL THEME OF JAMES 4 
 
James 4 is about confronting pride in all its forms: 

• Pride in desires → Leads to conflict  
• Pride in allegiance → Leads to worldliness  
• Pride in attitude → Resists God  
• Pride in speech → Judges others  
• Pride in planning → Ignores God. 

 
 
READING – THE MAIN PASSAGES  
 
James 4:5-8 
5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? 
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 
 
“GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 
 
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double 
minded. 
 
 
TRANSITION STATEMENT TO THE MAIN POINTS/OUTLINE OF THE MESSAGE  
 
Central Message 
 
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble—so humble yourself, turn to God, 
and live dependent on Him. 
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MAIN POINTS OUTLINE 
 

1. We don’t fight the world in our own strength 
 
a. We resist it because Christ already overcame it. 

 
b. What does the term “the world” mean? 

• When the New Testament speaks about “the world,” it’s not talking primarily about the 
physical earth or humanity in general—it’s referring to a system of life organized 
apart from God. Understanding that helps make sense of both James 4 and Jesus’ 
statement that He “overcame the world.” 

 
c. What “the world” means in the New Testament 

• In passages like James 4:4 (“friendship with the world is enmity with God”), “the 
world” refers to: 
o A system of values opposed to God: 

It’s a way of thinking and living that prioritizes self over God—pride, 
independence, and self-rule. 

 
o In James 4, this shows up as selfish desires, envy, quarrels, and pride (vv. 1–

3, 6). It’s not neutral—it’s actively in conflict with God.  
 

d. A pattern of desires and priorities 
1 John 2:16 defines it well: 
• “The lust of the flesh” (sinful cravings)  
• “The lust of the eyes” (covetousness)  
• “The pride of life” (self-exaltation)  
• This is the inner engine of the world system. 

 
e. A spiritual system under influence 

• The New Testament also teaches that this “world system” is influenced by Satan 
(John 12:31; 2Corinthians 4:4). 
So it’s not just cultural—it’s spiritually charged opposition to God’s rule. 

 
• So in James 4, when James says, “Friendship with the world is spiritual adultery”, he 

means: 
• Aligning yourself with a God-opposing system of pride, self-will, and sinful 

desire. 
 

How this connects to James 4 
James describes what “the world” looks like in everyday life: 
• Self-centered desires → “Wars and fights among you” (v. 1)  
• Misguided prayer → Asking to satisfy pleasures (v. 3)  
• Spiritual unfaithfulness → Loving the world instead of God (v. 4).  
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Pride and independence → Corrected by “God resists the proud” (v. 6)  
• So the “world” isn’t just “out there”—it shows up in attitudes, motives, and 

relationships. 
 

f. What Jesus meant: “I have overcome the world” (John 16:33) 
• When Jesus says He has “overcome the world,” He means He has defeated 

everything that stands in opposition to God’s rule and purposes. 
 

• Here’s what that includes: 
He overcame the world’s temptation 
Throughout His life (especially in the wilderness in Matthew 4), Jesus faced the full 
pull of worldly desires—but never sinned. 
He proved the world’s system has no rightful claim over Him. 

 
• He overcame the world’s pressure and hatred 

The world rejected Him, opposed Him, and ultimately crucified Him, yet He remained 
obedient to the Father. 

 
• He overcame the ruler behind the world system 

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus defeated Satan (John 12:31; Colossians 
2:15). 
The power behind the world system was broken. 

 
• He overcame sin and death—the world’s ultimate weapons 

The world’s system culminates in sin and death—but Jesus conquered both through 
the cross and resurrection. 

 
2. Submission replaces friendship with the world 
 

The opposite of worldly living is humble surrender. 
 

a. Submission replaces friendship with the world 
James 4:7 — “Submit to God. Resist the devil…” 

• The opposite of worldly living is humble surrender. 
 

b. Submission is about allegiance and alignment with God 
• It is a surrender to His will, His word, and His character—it promotes the upmost 

trust and communicates relationship. 
 

c. Friendship with the world = Enmity with God (James 4:4–6) 
• James uses strong language to describe spiritual unfaithfulness. 

 
• Key ideas: 

o Loving the world’s system (values, pride, self-centeredness) is spiritual 
adultery.  

o You cannot be aligned with both God and worldly desires.  
o God gives grace—but resists the proud and gives grace to the humble.  
o Summary thought: 

You must choose your allegiance—God or the world. 
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d. The world runs on the pride of independence and self 
• It is unyielding 
• Promotes self-ambition and desires 
• It is self Centered  
• It resists God  

 
New mantra – submit to self and resist God 

 
e. You will not submit to someone you can trust 

 
3. Humility is the key battleground 

 
The world runs on pride - God’s Kingdom runs on humility. 
 

a. A Call to Repentance and Humility (James 4:7–10) 
• Humility is the key battleground 

o The world runs on pride; God’s Kingdom runs on humility. 
“God gives grace to the humble” (v. 6). 

 
b. Humility comes from God’s wisdom – heavenly.  

  
c. Key commands:  

• Submit to God  
• Resist the devil  
• Draw near to God  
• Cleanse your hands and purify your hearts  
• Humble yourselves before the Lord.  

 
d. Result: 

• The devil will flee.  
• God will draw near.  
• God will lift you up.  

 
e. Restoration begins with humility and an intentional turning back to God. 

i. What did He overcome exactly? Jesus overcame: 
• The values of the world (pride, rebellion, self-rule)  
• The temptations of the world (sinful desires)  
• The opposition of the world (hatred, persecution)  
• The spiritual power behind the world (Satan)  
• The final consequence of the world (sin and death).  

 
ii. Why this matters for James 4 (sermon connection) 
• This ties directly into James’ call: 

o We don’t fight the world in our own strength 
o We resist it because Christ already overcame it. 
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iii. “The world is not just a place—it’s a system. A system of pride, desire, 
and independence from God. And Jesus didn’t just survive that system—
He overcame it. He resisted its temptations, endured its hatred, defeated 
its ruler, and broke its power. And now, because He overcame the world, 
we don’t have to be mastered by it.” 

 
 
CHAPTER SUMMARY  
 
1. The Source of Conflict (James 4:1–3) 

James begins by exposing the real reason behind quarrels among believers—not external 
circumstances, but internal desires. 

 
Key ideas: 

• Conflicts come from selfish passions (“lusts”) at war within us.  
• People desire but don’t have, leading to envy, fighting, and frustration.  
• Prayer is ineffective when motives are wrong — asking to satisfy personal 

pleasures rather than God’s will.  
 

Summary thought: 
Outward conflict is the symptom; inward selfishness is the cause. 

 
2. Friendship with the World = Enmity with God (James 4:4–6) 
 

James uses strong language to describe spiritual unfaithfulness. 
 
Key ideas: 

• Loving the world’s system (values, pride, self-centeredness) is spiritual adultery.  
• You cannot be aligned with both God and worldly desires.  
• God gives grace—but resists the proud and gives grace to the humble.  

 
Summary thought: 
You must choose your allegiance—God or the world. 

 
3. Warning Against Judging Others (James 4:11–12) 
 

James shifts to how believers speak about one another. 
 
Key ideas: 

• Speaking evil of others is putting yourself in the place of judge.  
• There is only one Lawgiver and Judge—God.  
• Judging others wrongly shows pride and a lack of submission to God’s authority.  

 
Summary thought: 
When you judge others, you step into a role that belongs to God alone. 
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4. Warning Against Self-Confident Planning (James 4:13–17) 
James addresses arrogance about the future. 

 
Key ideas: 

• Life is uncertain and temporary (“a vapor”).  
• Planning without acknowledging God is prideful independence.  
• The right mindset: “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”  
• Knowing what is right but failing to do it is sin.  

 
Summary thought: 
True wisdom plans with humility, always recognizing dependence on God. 
 
 
SERMON CONCLUSION – THE CALL TO ACTION 
 
“The world is not just a place—it’s a system. A system of pride, desire, and independence from 
God. And Jesus didn’t just survive that system—He overcame it. He resisted its temptations, 
endured its hatred, defeated its ruler, and broke its power. And now, because He overcame the 
world, we don’t have to be mastered by it.” 

 
 


