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NEW SERMON SERIES 

- We’re starting a new sermon series entitled, “Villains Of The Faith – Obtaining Virtue From Vices” 
- It’s no secret the Bible is full of good examples that we want to emulate 
- But the Bible is also full of bad examples we need to examine 
- When we examine the bad examples, we realize that the Bible oFers both warning and wisdom that 

can be learned and applied to our relationship with God and how we live.  

 

SCRIPTURE: Jude 1:5-14 

5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out 
of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did 
not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in 
eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom 
and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and 
pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 

8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, 
and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, 
was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people blaspheme all that they do not 
understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively. 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves 
for the sake of gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion. 12 These are hidden 
reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; 
waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 13 
wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the 
gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. 

The title of our time together is this: “The Way of Cain.” 

Let’s Pray: 

Thank God. Invite God. 

 

 



OPENING 

Have you ever noticed that everyone has a way of doing things? Some people have a way of making coFee – 
same mug, same order, same routine every morning. Some people have a way of driving – you always know 
they’re going to cut through the same side streets on the way home. Some people even have a way of loading 
the dishwasher and if you don’t load it their way, you’re doing it the wrong way.  

We all have ways. Predictable patterns. You don’t even have to think about it – it just comes out of who you 
are. 

Frank Sinatra sang, “I Did It My Way”. 

And people love that idea – my life, my rules, my way. But the Bible shows us that when you make life about 
your way instead of God’s way, it leads to destruction. 

 

TRANSITION STATEMENT 

- That’s why when Jude highlights Cain, he doesn’t just warn us about a man in history – he warns us 
about the way of Cain.  

- Cain wasn’t just a moment or person in time—can also represents a pattern. 
- And Jude says there are still people today walking in that same way. 
- That’s why Jude says to us that there are those following “the way of Cain.” 
- If we’re not careful, Cain’s way can become our way.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

- To give context  
- Jude's letter is like a short, urgent sermon. 
- It contains both warning and encouragement. 
- Warning: there are ungodly, selfish, disobedient people among you. Don't be fooled by them. 
- Encouragement: preserve your faith, pray, stay in the love of God, share the Gospel. 
- To make his point, Jude gives three examples from history: Cain, Balaam, and Korah. 
- Today we focus on the first: The Way of Cain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Story Of Cain And Abel Genesis 4:1-8 

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man 
with the help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of 
sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an 
oaering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of 
their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his oaering, 5 but for Cain and his 
oaering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, 
“Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, and you must rule 
over it.” 8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 

- Cain and his brother are having a worship service and oFering gifts to God. Cain brings his gifts 
which is the fruit of ground.  

- Abel brings his gifts to God which is the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions.  
- God likes Abel’s oFering, but God doesn’t like Cain’s oFering.  
- Cain gets angry and hostile.  
- God asks him a question, gives a solution, and then a warning.  
- And Cain ignores God. 
- Then Cain lures his brother into the field and kills him.  

Cain didn’t stumble into sin. He walked in a way. 

- Jude wants us to know that Cain didn’t do what he did by accident. Cain did what he did because of 
who he is.  

- This is what a “way” is - it is a path, it is recurring, and it is tied to how we think, what we value, and 
what we believe.  

- Somebody once’s said: “You aren’t what you believe, you are what you do.”  
- In other words, there’s a diFerence between what you say you believe and what you actually believe.  
- And what you actually believe is revealed in what you do and how you live.  
- It is revealed in your “ways.”  

 

What is the way of Cain? 

- The way of Cain has a high view of self and a low view of God 
- This shows up in how we see and treat God, how we treat others and how we deal with our sin.  
- Let’s look at this one by one. 

 

 

 



Three Themes In The Way Of Cain: 

Defiant Sin = sin that resists God’s correction 

- Defiant sin is the act of knowingly and intentionally disobeying God’s Word and walking contrary to 
His ways. It is the refusal to repent, the hardening of the heart against God’s correction, and the 
persistence in rebellion. 

- Genesis 4 shows us that Cain, when confronted with his sin, still chose to do the wrong things. He 
didn’t care about anyone but himself.  

- Genesis 4:7 God says to Cain, “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin 
is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, and you must rule over it.” 

- God gives Cain and chance to repent but Cain doesn’t care.  
- God tries to correct him, but Cain doesn’t care. 
- Question: What do you do when you become aware or are made aware of your sin? 
- Do you care?  
- Do you see God’s correction as a gift?  

 

Destructive Relationships = relationships that harm instead of heal. 

- Destructive relationships involve harmful patterns of interaction where one or both parties lack 
respect, love, communication, and emotional health. These relationships create damage instead of 
life, resulting in emotional, mental, spiritual, and even physical pain. 

- 1John 3:12 – “We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why 
did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother 's righteous.” 

- John reveals to us that Cain was of the evil one and practiced evil.   
- A low view of God will always create a low view of others.  

 

Distorted worship = worship on our terms 

- Distorted worship is oFering God what we want instead of what He asks, placing self at the center 
rather than God. It is worship on our terms, not His – shaped by convenience instead of faith, and 
preference instead of obedience. 

- Right theology creates right worship 
- Rightly knowing God should result in rightly worshiping God 
- The Father is seeking worshipers who worship in Spirit and in truth 
- Your worship needs be informed otherwise, you could be trying give God something He doesn’t even 

want. That’s the way of Cain.  
- But if I know Him as He has revealed Himself, then I can give the kind of worship He is after.  

 

 

 

 



Worship and Faith 

- Hebrews 11:4 – “By faith Abel oFered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which 
he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 
though he died, he still speaks.” 

- The writer of Hebrews tells us that Abel oFered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain by faith. This 
implies Cain oFered his sacrifice without faith.  

- What does it look like to worship God with faith? 
- Seeing God as the best, believing God deserves the best and being willing to oFer God your best.  

 

Worship Is A Response 

- If worship is a response, then when Cain and Abel are worshiping, what are they responding to? 
- If we go one chapter before we can understand.  
- Genesis 3:21 “And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 

them.” 
- He made and He clothed 
- God made the garments and God clothed Adam and Eve in the garments 
- Why did God clothe them if they had already sown fig leaves and covered themselves? 
- Hebrews 9:22 - “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” 
- Adam and Eve were covered but not forgiven.  
- God would have to sacrifice an animal in order to make them garments 
- The fig leaves represent that Adam and Eve cared more about hiding than they did about healing their 

relationship with God 
- How do we know their relationship is healed? 
- Genesis 4:16 - “Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, 

east of Eden.” 
- This implies that they were “in the presence of the Lord”.  
- It also implies that Adam and Eve would have taught their sons how to worship God and how to oFer 

a sacrifice. For without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  

 

CONCLUSION  

- Cain cannot sacrifice to God because Cain hasn’t responded to God’s sacrifice.  
- Cain’s problem didn’t start with what he failed to give, it started with what he failed to receive.  
- The lack of eFort he gave in his sacrifice reveals the lack of reference he had for God’s sacrifice. 
- There’s the way of Cain and there’s the way of Jesus.  
- People in the early church were called, “people belonging to the way”.  
- Whose way? Jesus. 
- Cain resisted sacrifice but Jesus became the sacrifice.  
- Jesus is the once and for all sacrifice. We are the living sacrifice.  
- We are called to live a life of sacrifice in response Jesus’ sacrifice.  
- We don’t follow the way of Cain we follow the way of Jesus.  



- And the way of Jesus is a response.  
- Devoted Worship – We see God for who He is and worship Him in light of who He is.  
- Worship on God’s terms, not ours. 
- OFering Him our first and best by faith. 
- Dedicated Relationships – We treat others with the love of God and we don’t operate out of 

bitterness and anger.  
- Patterns of interaction that honor God and bring life to others. 
- Marked by love, respect, forgiveness, and encouragement. 
- Dependent Obedience – We deal with our sin, we remain correctable and we repent daily.  
- A posture that welcomes God’s correction and trusts His ways. 
- Choosing repentance over rebellion. 
- We live a life of sacrifice in response to the once for all sacrifice.  

  

SALVATION CALL 

Cain’s way ended in separation from God, but Jesus’ way opens the door back into His presence. Cain 
walked away from God’s sacrifice. Jesus became the sacrifice so we could walk with God again. And maybe 
today, you realize you’ve been walking in your own way. But the good news is you don’t have to stay in the 
way of Cain. You can step into the way of Jesus. You can receive His forgiveness, His life, His salvation. 

This is a moment not to resist but receive.  

 


