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THE CENTRAL TRUTH
The body of Jesus is resurrected and in heaven, but the Body of Christ is on the earth.

The followers of Christ became a family and members of His Body!

INTRODUCTION OF THE SERMON

Have you ever needed the Jesus that is within others? As believers in Christ, we are
encouraged to pray, study the Bible, and abide with the Lord Jesus Christ. However, there are
times when it is necessary to rely on the body of Christ and its members for strength,
encouragement, and spiritual growth. This, in no way, minimizes the need for the Spirit of God
within our lives, in fact, it is the same Jesus that abides within the members supporting and
supplying, life-giving sustenance to each one. The body of Christ is designed by God Himself,
and He place the members as He wills and pleases. God Himself recognizes that people need
others, much like a natural body. The spiritual members provide all that is necessary for the
body to function and flow in the best way possible.

Therefore, the body of Christ is necessary because we need one another, whether it is in times
of crisis or joy, human beings were never made to be alone. There are tremendous benefits that
are derived from abiding in community and conducting oneself as the family of God. As
individuals understand their role within the body, they become a healthy contributor to the
whole. Furthermore, they themselves are also nourished and refreshed. This back-and-forth
flow of life demonstrates the wisdom and the knowledge of God.

READING - THE MAIN PASSAGES

1Corinthians 12:14-27
4 For in fact the body is not one member but many.

151f the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | am not of the body,” is it therefore not of
the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | am not of the body,” is it
therefore not of the body? 7 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? '8 But now God has set the members, each
one of them, in the body just as He pleased. '°® And if they were all one member,

where would the body be?

20 Byt now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 2! And the eye cannot say to the
hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “| have no need of you.” 22 No,
much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 22 And
those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater
honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no
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need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that
there should be no Elschism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for
one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is
honored, all the members rejoice with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.

TRANSITION STATEMENT

The body of Jesus has been resurrected and is in Heaven, but the body of Christ is on the
earth, and it is made up of many members.

MAIN POINTS

1.

The Body is Made Up of Many Members (verse 14)

a. The body is not a single part, but many diverse parts.

b. The Holy Spirit sets the members in the body as He wills, in other words, where He
knows they will function at full capacity.

c. Each member is required to cause the body to function properly and with maximum
impact.

Every Member is Essential Despite Differences (verses 15-17)
a. Even though each member of the body is different, they should all be valued,
understanding they all have different rules and responsibilities.
e The foot and ear shouldn't feel excluded for not being the hand or eye.
e Emphasizes that every part has a unique and vital function.
e If the body were all one part (e.g., all eye or all ear), other necessary functions would
be missing.

God’s Sovereign Design of the Body (verse 18)

a. The body of Jesus has been resurrected, but the body of Christ is on the earth made up
of many members from various tongues tribes and nations.

b. Therefore, the body of Christ is by God’s will.

c. God has arranged each member in the body as He willed.

d. Diversity is intentional and purposeful.

Unity in Diversity (verses 19-20, 25)

a. The body must work together in unison, this is what allows the blessing to flow from the
head and it pools at the feet
e Christians are commanded to guard the unity of the faith not to create it. Therefore,

they must be of the same mind, heart and spirit.

A true body requires many distinct parts, not uniformity

Many members, but one unified body.

God designed the body this way to prevent division.

Members should care equally for one another.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Corinthians%2012%3A14-27&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28660a

5. Mutual Dependence Among Members (verse 21)
a. No part can say it doesn’t need the others (e.g., eye to hand, head to feet).
b. Emphasizes interdependence within the body.
c. ltis not our responsibility to exclude members of the body, but rather to embrace them,
recognize them, and utilize them.

6. Value of Every Member, Especially the “Weaker” Ones (verses 22-24)
a. Weaker or less honourable parts are necessary and treated with greater care.
b. God gives extra honour to those parts that seem lacking, ensuring balance.
c. Honour and respect are critical within community and protecting those that are weaker
and are in need.

7. Shared Experience Within the Body (verse 26)
a. When one part suffers or is honoured, the whole body shares in that experience.
b. Each member must take responsibility for the others, including in times of joy, pain, and
everything in between. Every experience must be shared and carried together.

8. The Spiritual Reality: The Church as the Body of Christ (verse 27)
a. Believers are the body of Christ, and each person is a vital individual member.
b. Anyone that is a follower of Jesus Christ is part of the body, there are no exceptions, no
member can cut themselves off, and no one can cut any member off from the spiritual
body of Christ.

SERMON CONCLUSION - THE CALL ACTION
Relationship & Community Best Practices

1. Give more than you take
e The focus of every individual should be to contribute more than they deduct from
relationships and community.

2. Do unto others as you would have them do unto you
e This is the golden rule taught to us by Jesus Himself.

3. Honour everyone — especially those of the household of faith
e Honour and respect - this foundational for every relationship and a healthy
community.

4. Speak truth in love
e Truth must always inform our relationships and the way we function as the family of
God.



