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CENTRAL TRUTH/THESIS

The house of God is the gateway of heaven.

WHAT DO THEY NEED TO KNOW?

The DNA of All People’s Church (APC) is that it is an apostolic house. It is modelled and
designed based on biblical principles of governance. It has certain attributes that reflect the
Kingdom of God.

SERMON QUESTIONS & OBJECTIVES

1. What do we need to know?
e We are called to be apostolic people.

2. Why do we need to know it?
e In order to fulfil the great commission.

3. How should we apply it?
e Operate, according to the standards, principles, and commands of Christ.

SERMON DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND

The Father’s house serves as the gateway to Heaven on earth, embodying the Church as Christ
intended it to be—apostolic! It is the earthly reflection of Heaven, a model that God desires to
see mirrored both locally and globally. The Church is the community of the "called-out ones," the
family of God, His children. Empowered by His Spirit, they are equipped to reflect the character,
nature, power, and glory of the Father. United in the Holy Spirit and driven by Christ's love, they
spread the Gospel, manifest God's Kingdom, and reach out to the lost.

In the Old Testament God gave His 10 Commandments to the nation of Israel so that they would
differentiate themselves from the other nations, by demonstrating the character, nature, and
attributes of God and His rulership. It was through this nation that God intended to demonstrate
His law, order, and culture upon the Earth. They were meant to display the Kingdom of God upon
the Earth, and to bless the nations of the world. However, consistent with human nature they
continue to reject God and people’s hatred for Israel is on full display on a daily basis.



In the New Testament, Jesus announces that He will build His church, His Ekklesia, His called-
out ones, and that the very gates of hell will not prevail against it. This means that the authority,
power and adversity of the reign of evil will not win against the Church, its mandate, and its
purpose.

OPENING LINE OF THE SERMON

The Father’s house is designed to impact all aspects of your life.

INTRODUCTION OF THE SERMON

In the Old Testament, there is a story of a great king who was an inferior father. This king was
able to rule a nation, but not his own family. King David had multiple wives who provided him
with offspring. This caused problems and disfunction on many levels. Perhaps the most serious
offence was when Amnon became infatuated with his half-sister Tamar. He burned with lust for
her and ultimately sexually assaulted her. However, despite King David’s anger, he did very little
and mostly nothing about the situation. Tamar left her father’s house to go live at her brother’s
house and then the Bible says that she became desolate.

This story illustrates that many people are not abiding in the Father’s house where there would
be love, nurture, respect, and healing, but rather they are abiding in the “brother’s house”. And
who is the brother in this story you may ask? None other than Absalom, the one who would rebel
against his father David and for a period of time dethrone him.

READING - MAIN PASSAGE

Genesis 28:16-17

6 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and | did not
know it." 7 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!"

Matthew 16:18
And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it.

TRANSITION/BRIDGE STATEMENT

Much like the nation of Israel, Christ calls out people from the world system and sets them
in the family of God. Within the family of God, they are renewed and regenerated, they are
taught the principles of the Kingdom of God in order to demonstrate the nature of the
heart and the will of God.



The Father’s House Is Apostolic - The DNA Of an Apostolic Model

1.

What defines the DNA of a church that follows an apostolic model, and where does this
foundation come from?

What are the key elements we prioritize, and why are they important? Additionally, what
gives APC its unique identity, and why do we place such a strong emphasis on these
specific areas? Consider the following attributes:

a. The Preaching of The Gospel
e The apostolic house is mandated with preaching the good news, without apology.
Its mission is to spread the Gospel through the entire world, and communicate the
principles, standards, and laws of God.
o Go and tell — go and make disciples and bring people to faith in Christ
o Itis based on the commission(s) of Christ to go into all the world
= Teach, preach, baptize and make disciples.

b. Transformational Leadership/Discipleship

The father’s house is focussed on transformational leadership and discipleship, which
means that people are formed into the image and character of Christ. Through a deep
and inner work of the Holy Spirit sanctification, people are transformed by the renewing
of their mind. Paul indicates that we have been given the mind of Christ; therefore, we
can think the thoughts of the Lord. However, this is more than just behaviour
modification, rather, it is a deep work of the Holy Spirit that changes desires, thoughts,
and ultimately behaviors. The result is a life that bears fruit and glorifies God.

c. Worship
The purpose of every child of God is to glorify their Father in Heaven. Unfortunately,
our concept of worship has been reduced to a “20-minute song set” on a Sunday
morning. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Worship is a daily moment by
moment lifestyle that brings glory to God and praises and recognizes His goodness
and nature. The child of God is focussed on bringing praises and glory to God in
everything they do.

d. Community
The Father’s house is the family of God on the Earth. They are the children of God,
they come from every tribe and every tongue, and they gather together to worship Him
in spirit and in truth. They live life together, have fellowship, and accomplish the
greater purpose of God on the Earth. The family of God is connected together like the
parts of the body, functioning and flowing in unity and in harmony. It is through this
joining of the Spirit that people grow and mature. Furthermore, the church is
formulated by the “called-out ones”, people that have been chosen by Christ, that have
been drawn out of greed, lust and the hopelessness of society. These are the sons
and daughters that mature in the Father’'s house.



Thoughts About the Church (The Ekklesia)

1. Jesus said, “I will build my Ekklesia!” The Father’s house is the Ekklesia. It is meant to be
a representation on Earth based on the Father’s house in Heaven. The gates of hell will
not prevail against this house because Christ Himself will build it. The Ekklesia is:

a. Spiritual — the house of God is a living organism made up of living stones, the
people of God that are built together to form the temple of God

b. Founded on the revelation that Christ is Messiah, Saviour and Lord
c. Not created by man’s will, but rather by God'’s will

d. The Father that provides this revelation and Peter was the first to receive it.
Therefore, Peter’s declaration solidified God’s will to the other Apostles.

2. Terms that describe the church — the Bible uses various terms to describe the church,
including the Father’s house:

a.

b.

C.

Temple — the focal point of worship
Building — structure that God is building

Field — illustrating the fruit that is growing and the ground that needs to be worked and
harvested

Family of God — the family unit — it is made up of sons and daughters — the
idea/concept that the church is a family unit with God the Father as the head. The
Father’s house implies that there is leadership and headship, and the fathers must be
present in order for sons and daughters to be developed. This includes matriarchs
within the body of Christ, who function in the same capacity.

Apostolic — the concept that God’s people are all sent by Him on mission, commencing
with Jesus Christ, who was sent to the Earth. In turn, Christ sends out His people into
the Earth, which makes them apostolic.

e |tis based on the five-fold ministry (Ephesians 4:11-15), who's prime responsibility
is to equip the people of God for the work of the ministry. It includes apostles,
prophets, evangelist, pastors, and teachers. Their main responsibility is to prepare
the people and empower them, providing identity for the people of God. Through
these special functions and anointings, people are amended spirit, soul, and body
in order that they may be fully functional and ready to be sent out.

e An apostolic house represents governance. In other words, it is meant to be the
government of the church, it's organizational structure and oversight. It is
interesting to note that the number 12 biblically represents government and
authority. Jesus Himself chose 12 apostles to be with Him because He was
establishing the new government of the church. This number is also represented in
the Old Testament such as the 12 gates, the 12 tribes, and it also shows up in the
Book of Revelation. It is the idea that this is foundational, it is the support
mechanism, and it provides direction and leadership to the church. It is meant to
create policy and protocol in order that the church may operate in an orderly



fashion. It also means that the government is responsible for protection, distribution
of resources, and oversight of the house.

3. The Apostolic model — how did Jesus demonstrate an apostolic model while He was on
the Earth? What do we mean by this term?
a. People are called out from the world system of greed, lust, and destruction

b. They are gathered together, connected, and joined together by the Spirit of God
c. They are trained, developed, matured and equipped to do the work of the ministry
d. They are sent out to the various spheres of influence

Apostolic training model
e | do, you watch

e We do it together

e You do, | watch

e You do it alone.

4. Apostolic — at its core, the term means to be sent out. However, it also means to take
territory, to represent another country or system of rule. Christ came to the Earth to
establish the Kingdom of God, to represent it, and to display its nature, its function, and
the Father who presides over it.

a. Jesus was apostolic in that the Father sent Him

b. We are apostolic because Jesus sends His people

c. Jesus sent out various people throughout the Gospels:

The Apostles two by two

e The72

e Mary was sent to the Apostles to declare that Christ has been risen
e The five commissions of the Gospel in the Book of Acts.

QUOTES & STICKY STATEMENTS
Sons and daughters mature in the Father’s house.
The hallmark of the Father’s house is that it is full of patriarchs and matriarchs.

The inheritance is only given in the Father’s house.
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CENTRAL TRUTH

The Father’s house is for everyone; it is a place where we get to experience the Father. He is the
focus of our attention and the desire of our heart. His desire is that we extend what is in Heaven
here on earth. We do this as His Ekklesia through the Apostolic Model.

Genesis 28:16-17

6 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and | did not
know it." 7 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!"

Matthew 16:18
And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it.

CONTEXT/BACKGROUND

The Problem:
o Access to the Father was removed because of sin (veil is put before us).

The Solution:
o Jesus dies, taking the sin on Himself so that we may have access back to the Father

» Jesus provides the way for the_Father’s house to be established on Earth through the
Ekklesia (assembly, gathering, the Church)

o The Ekklesia (also known as the Bride of Christ) now becomes the greatest weapon and
defense against the plans of the enemy
e Matthew 16:18 — Upon this Rock, | will build my church (Ekklesia) and the gates
of hell will not prevail against it.

o The enemy hates this and now schemes and works against God'’s Ekklesia to kill, steal
and destroy it. The Mission: Keep them from knowing, understanding and experiencing
the Father’s house.

The Why: The Father
« What do we experience in the Father’s house?
o The Father!
« The object of our attention, our hearts desire is to be with Him!
o The object of His attention and desire is to meet with us
o It's the greatest love story ever told!




e The results of being with Him:
e Love, joy, peace, refuge, refreshing, support, correction, guidance
o This is why David says, “| will dwell in the house of the Lord forever!” (Psalm 23:6)

The Where: The Father’s House
o The Father’s house now serves as a gateway to Heaven on Earth (Genesis 28:16-17)
o It's the earthly reflection of Heaven, a model that God desires to see mirrored both locally
and globally.

o John 14:2 — Jesus talking to the disciples “In my Father’s house (dwelling) are many
mansions (many abiding) .... | go to prepare a place for you” (Where is He going to
prepare Heaven? FATHER’S HOUSE is there)

o John 2:16 — Jesus cleanses out the temple “Make not my FATHER’S HOUSE a house
of merchandise” (where is he going? To the temple, here on earth.)

o The Father’s house, the gathering and dwelling is:
o Personal, corporate, local, global
o The focus today is on the corporate gathering.

The What
What does the corporate gathering (Church) look like, how do we become the Father’s house?
« It's the connection point of Heaven and Earth — The Gateway
« We become a place where the Father is — A place of His presence
« We facilitate the ability for others to experience and run to the Father
o We connect with each other and grow
o We edify, equip, build up, train and send out — nurture and correct
« Not just a place for singing and preaching, hearing a message, leaving and doing it
week after week. But rather a place that in all we do is all for the glory of the Father
and to be with Him
o Hebrews 10:25 — Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.

The How: Apostolic Model

o We are all Apostolic

» Jesus was Apostolic in His call — the Father sent me, and | am sending you
« Woman at the well
e Mary in the garden
e Great commission

e We gather, train, send out

o This model which takes place in the Father’s house

e ltis a call that requires service — servant leadership.

Preach The Gospel
e To let people know they have access to the Father
o Embrace the mission of evangelism (Matthew 28:18-20) - the great commission
o Matthew 28:19-20 — “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you.”




¢ Being a witness of Christ in the World
o Acts 1:8 — “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

Transformational Leadership/Discipleship
To go out and equip us to bring others to the Father

e Growth in our faith
o Pray, study, read so that you can help others do that as well
o 2 Timothy 2:2 — “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.”

e Building and empowering others to lead (multiplication)
o Investing in others, raising them up, coaching and mentoring
o Ephesians 4:11-12 — “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that
the body of Christ may be built up.”

Worship
« Living a life that glorifies God and is an example to others
o True worship is not just about what we say in songs or prayers; it's about how we live
our lives
o Romans 12:1 - “Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and
proper worship.”

e Worship through sacrificial living — good times and bad times
o Worship is not confined to times of ease or joy. It also includes our response to
hardship. Just like Paul and Silas praised God in prison, we are called to worship God
through all circumstances, trusting that He is worthy of our praise regardless of what
we are going through.
o Thessalonians 5:16-18 — “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

Community
The place where we come together to build each other up, equip, train and hold each other
accountable.

e Being part of a Christian community

o The Church is called to be a community of believers who encourage, support, and
build one another up. We should actively engage with the local Church, participating in
worship, service, and accountability. Our growth is fostered through our relationships
with one another.

o Hebrews 10:24-25 — “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.”




Fostering unity in the Body of Christ

o Unity within the Church is vital to its health and witness to the world. We are called to
make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit and to love one another, even in the
face of disagreements or differences. A united Church is a powerful testimony of God’s
love.

o Ephesians 4:3 — “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace.”

o 1 Corinthians 1:10 — “/ appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.”

The When: Now

APC — Why do we do the things that we do?

Why sermon series?

Why Bible study?

Why invitations?

Why leadership training?

Why small groups?

Why food hub?

o It's all to express the love of the Father and bring others into the Father’s house so
they can experience and meet with Him

o To glorify the Father in all that we do

o Everything Jesus did was centered around glorifying His father.

The Call

The Father’s House is a place for everyone:

The outcast

The broken-hearted

The sick

The lonely

Those who have not experienced the love of a father/mother
Those who feel abandoned

Those who feel lost

Those who feel anxious of what tomorrow holds.

If you are any of these, then you have an opportunity to run to the Father.
If you are not, then you have an opportunity to find and bring those in to experience this.



