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CENTRAL TRUTH/THESIS

A key marker of the Father’s house is that there are spiritual fathers and mothers that are
present and are operating within the body of Christ. When we speak of fathers, we are also
indicating that there are mothers that are also functioning in the faith. Although, this is not an
official office that is outlined in scripture, it is taught and understood that those that are mature
in the faith are given a grace and/or anointing by Father God to help in the maturation process
of His children. Therefore, this grace also falls under the mantle of the apostolic, meaning that
every apostle should be a father; however, there are people that operate within this anointing
that are not necessarily within the office of an apostle. Therefore, it is important to note that it is
not only the apostles that provide this maturation process to the children of God, but others can
also carry it as well. Once the children have grown to full maturity, they are entitled to an
inheritance. Only sons and daughters inherit what belongs to the Father and it is His good
pleasure to release it to them.

WHAT DO THEY NEED TO KNOW?

The house of God is structured similarly to a natural family, with the father serving as the head
of the home. Through this headship and authority, proper growth and nurturing are achieved.
This familial structure fosters development, leading to a healthy and strong life in every area.

SERMON DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND

When we consider and observe the role and function of the father within the nuclear family, we
can draw certain conclusions. From a biblical lens, a father is the one that provides leadership
and/or headship. He is meant to lead the family and provide incredible influence that will outlive
him.

A father can provide many important characteristics within a family, often shaping the family
dynamic in unique and impactful ways. Some key characteristics a father may provide include:

1. Protection and Security: Fathers often play a role in safeguarding the family, both
physically and emotionally. Their presence can bring a sense of safety and stability.
Fathers represent physical, mental and emotional fortitude. Therefore, they are the main
providers of a sense of safety and security, and there should be no safer place than in
the father’s house.

2. Support and Guidance: Fathers often act as mentors, offering wisdom, advice, and life
lessons that help children navigate challenges, make decisions, and grow into well-
rounded individuals.



. Financial Support: Fathers, historically, have been a significant provider of financial
resources for the family, ensuring that the family's needs (i.e., food, shelter, and
education) are met.

. Discipline and Structure: Fathers contribute to establishing boundaries and discipline
within the family. They often work alongside the mother to ensure that children
understand responsibility and respect.

e Fathers have a unique responsibility to provide correction without crushing their
children. It is a delicate balance, perhaps even a tension that must be navigated in
order to ensure the maturation process and well-being of the children.

e Paul instructs fathers to not exasperate their children, in other words, do not frustrate
them to the point that they want to give up or be become angry. Discipline can be
difficult; however, it is always administered in a way that brings out the best in people
rather than a complete destruction of their spirit.

. Emotional Support: While mothers are often seen as primary caregivers for emotional
needs, fathers also provide emotional stability and offer love, encouragement, and
affection.

e Fathers provide children with stability, including strength, courage, and assurance.
Their presence within the lives of their children cannot be underestimated, providing
proper identity, as well as a belief in oneself.

e Furthermore, true identity comes from the father, this includes gender, calling and
purpose.

. Role Model: Fathers serve as role models for their children, especially sons, by
modeling positive behaviors, values, work ethic, and character traits such as honesty,
integrity, and perseverance. Fathers must wear many hats including teacher, mentor,
coach, encourager, and support mechanism. This must be displayed in order for the child
to become healthy, strong, and eventually good fathers and mothers themselves.

e Fathers are also responsible to role model how a man should treat a woman, and
how a daughter should expect to be treated by her husband in the future.

e Itis understood that fathers must be “good at heart”, therefore, demonstrating all that
is virtuous, and the characteristics that should be celebrated. It also speaks of being
productive and efficient in all things. Therefore, fathers are faithful, dependable, and
reliable.

e The attribute of being good, indicates that there is direction, and the sense of right
and wrong.

. Unconditional Love: Just like mothers, fathers offer unconditional love, supporting their
children through thick and thin, which helps nurture a child's self-esteem and sense of
worth. Through our heavenly Father, we not only receive unconditional love but grace,
honor, and the heart of God Himself. Therefore, spiritual fathers and mothers need to
display this foundational attribute. Every other aspect must flow through the concept of
unconditional love.
e Bonding and Play: Fathers often engage in physical and playful interactions with
their children, helping to build strong, affectionate relationships that are essential for
emotional development.



8. Perspective and Balance: Fathers can bring different perspectives to family discussions
and decision-making. Their viewpoints can help balance the approach to parenting and
problem-solving within the family. Furthermore, fathers provide insight, and wisdom,
because of their experience in life. Through these life lessons, they could see
advantages and/or pitfalls that may allude their children. It is their responsibility and duty
to provide both natural and spiritual insight so that their children should not stumble
unnecessarily.

9. Legacy and Inheritance: Fathers must always operate with an eye on the future. In
other words, they are looking to what they can leave behind. Whether it is a legacy of
character and mobility and/or material resources, such as money or land. Ultimately,
fathers work to leave something for their children, to provide them with an advantage and
a head start for their lives. In some sense, they are always working for others.

Overall, a fathers influence in the family can be multi-faceted and contribute greatly to a child’s
upbringing and the overall family dynamic.

OPENING LINE OF THE SERMON

A key indicator of the Father’s house is that there are spiritual fathers that are present and
functioning within. It is not necessarily their responsibility to communicate who they are, but
rather it is recognized by the body of Christ.

INTRODUCTION OF THE SERMON

Not many years ago, there were many sitcoms on television where the father was depicted as
wise and the hero. Programs such as “Father Knows Best” and “Leave it to Beaver”, portrayed
fathers that were pillars within the lives of their children. However, in our modern society not
only has the father been removed from such programs, but if they are present, they are the
bumbling idiot of the family, the one that cannot be relied upon, or the one that should be
ignored and disrespected. This is a sad reflection of how far we have moved from the accuracy
of what a father should be and how they should be portrayed.

READING - MAIN PASSAGE

1Corinthians 4:14-16

141 do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children | warn you. 15 For though
you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in
Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel. 6 Therefore | urge you, imitate me.



The Parable of the Prodigal Son

Luke 15:11-32

" Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. '2 And the younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.” So he divided to

them his livelihood. '3 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together,
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with [Elprodigal living. 1 But when
he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. > Then
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. 1® And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the Plpods that the swine ate, and no
one gave him anything.

17«“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! '8 1 will arise and go to my father,
and will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you, '®and | am no
longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’

20«“And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father
saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 2! And the
son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 «“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put
a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 22 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and
let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.” And they began to be merry.

25“Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things

meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe
and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’

28 “But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with

him. 22 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years | have been serving you; |
never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat,
that | might make merry with my friends. 3° But as soon as this son of yours came, who has
devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that | have is yours. 32 It was right
that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was
lost and is found.””


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015%3A11-32&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25602a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015%3A11-32&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25605b

MAIN POINTS & ILLUSTRATIONS

The story of “The Prodigal Son” (Luke 15:11-32) offers profound lessons, especially when
viewed through the character of the father. Here are key lessons we can learn from him:

1. Unconditional Love and Compassion

a. The father loves his son despite his mistakes. Even after squandering his inheritance, the
father welcomes him back with open arms. However, unconditional love, does not mean
that there are no expectations. The father expected his son to come home, and to live
under the rules and principles of the household. In this story, this is exactly what
occurred; however, the son’s expectations were to return as a slave, but the father would
have no part of it, this was his son after all. Perhaps, the son may have feared that he
would not be accepted at all and would be utterly rejected for his reckless behaviour.

b. Lesson: True love is not based on performance but on relationship. God’s love for His
children is unconditional.

2. Consequences and Rewards

a. The father, in the story, must have known that his son would squander the inheritance
and make a mess of his life. However, this did not stop him from fulfilling the request of
his son. In other words, he allowed the consequences to play out in his son’s life,
knowing that there was something in his heart that needed to be lived out. Perhaps,
somewhat argued that the father enabled the son to shipwreck himself, however, he
would’ve done it with or without his inheritance. In the story, the father allows the son to
use his hard-earned money and resources, even if it meant living a life that he did not
approve of.

b. Lesson: Consequences must be allowed to play out in order for children to grow properly
and to come to their senses.

c. Perhaps it could be argued that the father knew his son more than his son knew himself;
therefore, he was confident to allow the decision to be played out.

3. Watching and Waiting - Patience and Long-Suffering

a. The father allows his son to make his own choices, even when they lead to hardship. He
does not force him to stay but waits patiently for his return. It is interesting to note, that
the father did not go after his son, but rather he watched, and he waited for his return. In
other words, he was confident that, one way or another, his son would find his way back
home.

e ltis also interesting to note, that the father did not try to persuade him or convince
him that his decision to leave would result in the loss of his wealth and the destruction
of his life. No! But rather the father patiently watched and waited for his son to return
home. Perhaps, there was no greater lesson in life, but for his son to find himself at
the very bottom in order to appreciate and respect all that had been given to him.



b. Lesson: Love sometimes means allowing others to learn through their experiences while
waiting with hope for their restoration.

4. Readiness to Forgive

a. When the son returns, the father does not scold or punish him but, instead, forgives him
completely. He restores his dignity by giving him a robe, a ring, and sandals. It is
interesting that the son was expecting to return as a slave, but his father was wanting to
restore him to sonship.

b. This does not mean, in any way shape or form, that the father did not provide correction
or discipline, but rather he recognized the process of brokenness and humility that his
son had been through already. Therefore, there was no need to add insult to injury, the
work had already been done in the pigpen.

c. ltis interesting to note, that without even communicating the words of forgiveness, the
actions of the father were on full display for everyone to see and acknowledge. There
would be no doubt what grace and mercy truly looked like.

d. Lesson: God is always ready to forgive those who repent sincerely. Likewise, we should
be quick to forgive those who wrong us.

5. Joy in Restoration

a. The father celebrates the return of his son by having a feast instead of dwelling on the
past mistakes. In the father we see incredible generosity and an extravagant giver. It can
be argued that he had lost the most and yet he was the one that gave the most even
through injury and loss. He was willing to restore both his sons.

b. The father is a rewarder of those who seek him, those who return, and those who do the
right thing — the Father’s greatest joy is the restoration of His children.

c. The father seemed more than eager to restore his son, provide him with identity, wealth,
and return him to his position of sonship. It was as though he was deaf to the appeal of
his son to reinstate him in a much lower position. Indeed, the character, the heart, and
the love of the father are on full display in this story.

d. Lesson: God delights in the repentance and restoration of His children. We should also
rejoice when others find their way back to God or to right relationships.



6. Fairness and Wisdom

a. When the older son complains, the father reassures him that he has always been loved
and valued. He does not diminish one son’s worth to uplift the other. It is clear from the
story that the father loved both his sons and yet he treated them differently. He seemed
to have different expectations, different wisdom, and different answers for both sons.
However, his love and steadiness were consistent.

b. Perhaps we can argue that the father in this story is somewhat not fair, considering what
the second and older son complained about. However, the father is wise, knowing what
all his children require, and when they require it. Therefore, we can conclude that the
father is not only wise, but that he is righteous and just and that his definition of fairness
is certainly different than ours.

c. Lesson: True leadership and love involve treating each person with fairness while
affirming their unique place in the family.

7. God’s Grace Over Human Standards

a. Society may expect the father to reject the son, but he chooses grace over judgment.
The unmerited grace, that the father displays, is unprecedented. He had every right to
condemn his son, reject him, and throw him back to the pig pen. The father could have
drawn on his own offence, pain and hurt but instead he chose the path of mercy and
grace.

b. The father displays that the higher road is always one of grace and willingness to provide
his children with an opportunity at redemption. We find the ultimate grace and mercy in
the cross and blood of Jesus Christ. It is through His sacrifice that we have been given
access to the Father, to Heaven, and to the highest level of forgiveness. It is through the
story that we understand that mercy triumphs over judgment, and that the grace of God
is greater than any insult or injustice.

c. Lesson: God's ways are higher than human expectations. He values mercy over
condemnation.

The father in this parable represents God, who is full of love, patience, and grace. His actions
remind us of how God longs for His children to return to Him and how we should also extend
love and forgiveness to others. May we all be encouraged to be fathers and mothers ourselves
within the house of God.

SERMON CONCLUSION - THE CALL TO ACTION

Each of us will identify ourselves as one of the two sons; however, we must all rely and depend
upon the grace and the mercy of the Father because it is through Him that we experience the
fullness of God, His heart and His purposes for our lives.



