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CENTRAL TRUTH

God Himself has invited humanity to come and see His salvation, which is Christ, the Lord. The concept of seeing
implies that one will experience the goodness of God and receive the revelation of His purpose and plans.

SERMON DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND

In the birth of Christ, God invites shepherd’s that were tending their flock nearby to come and see the great thing
that God had done. As angels filled the sky with incredible exaltation and worship, the announcement of the Christ
Child pierced not only the darkness of the night, but of humanity itself. In other words, the light had come, the good
news had been born, and the Prince of Peace had arrived.

It is scripture principle that God will do nothing on the Earth without a witness. Of all the people to be a testimony to
this once in a lifetime event, shepherds were chosen. One would think that those of nobility, power, and of
influence would have been selected; however, God chose these unsuspecting and unqualified individuals. It is the
message that the Gospel is for the lowest of the low, the meek and humble. The good news is for those that are
marginalized, and for those that need most.

God invited these poor shepherds to taste and see that the Lord is good and that He keeps His promise. In Christ,
we see the fulfilment of prophetic promises and of the words of the prophets that were spoken in hope and
expectation. Therefore, we can see ourselves in the shepherds, people that require God’s goodness and plan of
salvation. Rather than being kept out, they were invited, they were welcomed, they were embraced into the eternal
plan.

Often, it is said that we must believe without seeing, and this is certainly true as it applies to faith. We must have
God at His Word and trust His character rather than believing our eyes or even our feelings. This is why the Bible
states that the just shall live by faith and not by sight. But in this case, it was very different, God required that the
shepherds come and see for themselves what God had done. That they would see what their own eyes, the prince
of peace, and the good news. That they were to broadcast and publish the joy and the hope that had long been
awaited.

SERMON QUESTIONS & OBJECTIVES

1. What do they need to know?
e God has invited people to come and see His salvation.

2. Why do they need to know it?
¢ When we see and experience the nature and love of God we are moved to worship Him.

3. How should they apply it?

e Observe God and His plan for yourself and allow Him to reveal Christ to you.
OPENING LINE
What are you looking for?

Sometimes, we must see to believe.



INTRODUCTION OF THE SERMON

Have you ever had a conversation with someone, and they tell you a story of a restaurant or a place and in
describing it they say, “You have to go and see this place and go experience it for yourself’? They create
excitement and expectation.

READING - MAIN PASSAGE

Luke 2:14-15

4 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" '° So it was, when the angels had gone
away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us."

Ephesians 1:18
...the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, ...

Simeon’s Prophecy

Luke 2:25-35

25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting
for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And
when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in
his arms and blessed God and said:

2“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
According to Your word,;

30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation

31Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,
32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,

And the glory of Your people Israel.”

33 And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. 3 Then Simeon blessed them,
and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
which will be spoken against 3° (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed.”

Observations From the Passage

1. God is consistent in the people that He is looking for to reveal Himself and His plan. Both Simeon and Anna
were prophets that served God in the temple both day and night. They were devoted to God in prayer fasting
and serving Him.

a. They both eagerly waited for the redemption of Israel, and for God’s plan of salvation

b. They were convinced and were full of faith that their eyes would see the glory of God before they
passed away

c. Fully armed with this conviction, they waited for God and worshipped Him with eager expectation.

2. They were undaunted that the salvation of God had come in such a humble way, in a baby. They would not
see God'’s full salvation come to pass as they would die before Jesus was fully gown and come into His
ministry.



3. Only two people “saw” the Saviour/Messiah, everyone else saw just another baby
a. What they saw in the natural, we are called to see in the Spirit

1Corinthians 2:14
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

4. Both Simeon and Anna rejoiced at the news of the birth of Christ and worship God in their hearts.
a. We only worship what we believe will benefit us
b. Worship is waiting expectation.

When we look - God reveals

What or who are you looking to?

What God does in the Spirit is seen in the natural.
Anna’s Testimony

Luke 2:36-38

36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age
and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 3 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four
years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. *® And coming
in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in
Jerusalem.

TRANSITION STATEMENT
What individuals saw in the Bible with their natural eyes, we are expected to see with our spiritual eyes.

1Corinthians 2:14
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

MAIN POINTS

What does God want us to see?
1. That Christ is God’s salvation plan
2. That the Lord is good
3. That the Lord is beautiful
4. The rise and fall of many.

1. Christ, The Salvation Of God - In the passage, Simeon testifies that God allowed him to see His salvation,
the redemption of Israel and humanity. While others in the temple saw only a baby that was coming to be
dedicated to the Lord, it was revealed to Simeon that this child was the Christ. Therefore, he proclaimed that
he could depart in peace because now his eyes had seen the glory and the salvation of God.

a. In Christ, we find God'’s plan of redemption, and in Him, we see the glory of God
b. Simeon was able to worship and glorify God because of the revelation that he had received. Somehow, he
was able to discern in his spirit that this child was the Christ
c. Simeon had the ability to recognize God in very conspicuous ways, who would have thought that the
salvation of God would be put in a vulnerable baby. He had understanding that the purposes and plans of
God were now fulfilled, the Prince of Peace had been born.
i. We can only worship what is revealed to us.




d. “It was revealed” (v kexpnUATIOPEVOV).

Lit., it was having been revealed, i.e., it stood revealed, while he waited for the fulfilment of the
revelation.

The verb means primarily to have dealings with; thence to consult or debate about business matters;
and so of an oracle, to give a response to one consulting it.

The word here implies that the revelation to Simeon had been given in answer to prayer. See on Matt.
2:12.1

2. That The Lord Is Good

a.

The very nature of God is goodness and kindness, and this is revealed throughout the entire Bible. In
the Old Testament, King David echoes this incredible invitation to come and taste and see that the
Lord is good. It is a revelation to recognize that we serve a good God and a loving Father. God Himself
desires that we would know him and experience him as a good Father who knows how to bless and
protect His people. God would rather be good, than be wrathful.

i. In Christ, we see God’s greatest gift, God by nature is a giver

ii. God is generous and desires to bless humanity

iii. God pours out His blessing on the good and evil, God restores and redeems

iv. God heals and touches the lives of people.

3. The Lord Is Beautiful

a.

To gaze upon God is to observe pure beauty, splendor, and glory. There is nothing more virtuous or
amazing or breathtaking than God Himself. Is it any wonder that Moses desired to see the glory of God
and gaze upon His face? Therefore, it has always been within the heart of humanity to see God for
who He truly is. When we gaze upon the Lord — we see Him as He is — the Lord is beautiful.

By contrast, sin is ugly and distasteful, and the devil and his hordes of hell are hideous, gross and
disgusting. They embody all that is detestable and opposite to God. He is light, but they are dark, He is
good, but they are wicked, He is beautiful, but they are disgusting.

God is beautiful - the Bible itself provides us with many scriptures that describe the majesty and the
beauty of God. Furthermore, people in nations are instructed to come and worship the beauty of God.

Psalms 27:4
One thing | have desired of the LORD, That will | seek: That | may dwell in the house of the LORD All
the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple.

Psalms 29:2
Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

Psalms 90:17
And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, And establish the work of our hands for us; Yes,
establish the work of our hands.

Psalms 96:6
Honor and majesty are before Him; Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

Psalms 96:9
Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.

Lit. Literally.
1 Vincent, M. R. (1887). Word studies in the New Testament (Vol. 1, p. 273). New York: Charles Scribner’s

Sons.
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4. The Rise And Fall Of Many

a.

The purposes of God always displayed a double-edged sword, in other words, some are promoted and
blessed while others are demoted and cursed. God’s Word will always have an impact on the human heart,
and someone will receive it while others will reject it. To receive God salvation in a humble heart means to
be exalted, however, to distain it will bring dire consequences.

We understand by these words that God is active within human activity and history, and that His hand is at
work shaping people to His will. Thank God that He is involved within the plans of humanity. Ultimately, he
will have full control and total reign over the Earth. Therefore, we can take consolation that God will not
allow evil to prevail and destroy His creation and work.

It is genuine faith that we believe God and accept His will and cooperate with His plans. However, faith
must be active, it must be “a hope”, and “a trust” that is embedded in the very nature of God Himself. Many
boast of believing in God, but few believe God.

Many believe in God, but few believe God”. ~Terry Appel

Having faith in God means taking Him at His Word and trusting that His nature and character is good.

SERMON CONCLUSION - THE CALL TO ACTION

What Child Is This — Lyrics

What Child is this, who laid to rest,

On Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate

Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here,
The silent Word is pleading.

This, this is Christ the King

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary.

Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through,
The Cross be borne, for me, for you:
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh,

The Babe, the Son of Mary!

This, this is Christ the King

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh
All tongues and peoples own Him

The King of kings salvation brings

Let loving hearts enthrone Him

This, this is Christ the King

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary.
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SHEPHERDS

Luke 2:14-15)

4 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" '* So it was, when the angels had gone
away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us."

SIMEON

Luke 2: 25-35

25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting
for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. (Anointed One) ?” So he came by the Spirit into
the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the

law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: ®“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in
peace, According to Your word; 3° For my eyes have seen Your salvation (Deliverance from Sin and
Consequences of sin, redemption. dictionary — deliverance from harm, ruin and loss) (Salvation is Jesus)

31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 32 A light to bring revelation (The mystery of God
revealed through Jesus, salvation. Christ in us) to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 3* And Joseph
and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. 3 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to
Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be
spoken against * (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”

INTRODUCTION

John 20:29
"Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

But there can be a tension between believing and seeing:
e We all must admit that seeing something we believe affirms our faith
¢ Thomas when he saw the holes in Jesus’ side and hands solidified his faith
¢ God wanted the writers of the Gospels to see Jesus—firsthand witnesses, so that they could write
scriptures.

Seeing has two parts to it:
e Seeing with faith — first and foremost
e Seeing physically — affirmation of our faith
¢ In both scriptures we see the need for both—seeing by faith but also the fact that the shepherds and
Simeon wanted to physically see
o In other words, we walk by faith, but we affirm our faith by what we see
o Walking by faith does not mean you do not have sight.

CENTRAL TRUTH

God Himself has invited humanity to come and see His salvation, which is Christ the Lord. The concept of seeing
implies that one will experience the goodness of God and receive the revelation of His purpose and plans.



In summary

e Come and see

e Personal invitation
e [Experience

e Revelation.

MAIN POINTS
God calls us to:

1. Come (go) and see His salvation (deliverance, redemption, Jesus) through Personal Invitation
e Taste and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34.8)
o Notice it doesn’t say taste and see that the Lord is sweet
o Not everything that is good for us tastes good
o Growing up - | hated the taste of ginger, but | know its good for me
o What if the “come and see” is not what you expect?
»  What if the come and see is through health issues?
»  What if the come and see is through abuse?
»  What if the come and see is through the death of a loved one?
»  What if? What if? What if?
o Sometimes God wants us to see things, but we haven’t come or we didn’t go
o [Testimony Part 1= | was having health issues
= The invitation was not sweet, and | did not like what | was going through but there was an invitation
to go and see something
= Going sometimes means even if you don’t know what you are going to see.
o Come and see what God has done, His awesome deeds (Psalms 66:5)
o Come to me all who are weary and burdened (Matthew 11: 28)

2. Experience Him - God’s invitation is not just to observe, but to encounter Him personally. To come and see
requires us to actively engage.

3. Have revelation of His purpose and plans - in our personal invitation to experience Him, God reveals who He
is, His plans, and His purposes for us.
¢ When we have revelation, we worship.

Stories

Shepherds’ Story
1. Come and See - Personal Invitation — Angel visited them, they were invited to come and see
2. Experience Him — They saw Jesus in person
3. Revelation — They understood this was the Savior of the world (Lord had made known to them)
e Because of the revelation they worshiped the newborn King.

Observations

e Think about this: The revelation of Christ being born was to Shepherds (i.e., a forgotten bunch) - not to
kings, but to the lowest (paupers)

¢ God chose the unsuspecting and unqualified individuals

e Come kings and paupers. Why?
o Because God doesn’t look at qualification
o He doesn't call the qualified, he qualifies the called

¢ As aresult, mankind cannot look at themselves as the source

e They were invited to come and see — not just about Christ, but a personal experience



Coming and seeing still required an action:

o They had to journey to where He was

o They had to anticipate, with expectation, what they would see.
o As aresult, they are forever part of God’s eternal plan.

Simeon’s Story

1.

2.
3

Personal invitation — Holy Spirit reveals they (Simeon and Anna) will not see death until they sees the
Christ — they were invited to come and see
Experience Him — They see the child Jesus; he Held him in his arms
Revelation — “My eyes have seen your salvation. A light to brings revelation to the gentiles and glory of
your people Isreal”

¢ When he saw and held him, he worshipped God - revelation led to worship

Observations

Salvation is Jesus

Salvation came as a baby — unassuming — like the shepherds, a baby would not be qualified to be the
saviour.... right?

They saw and experienced Him.

The coming and seeing still required an action:

They had to wait and anticipate with expectation what they would see
They got revelation of who He was — not just a baby but God.

PERSONAL REFLECTION/CLOSING

What has God invited you to come and see?
e For sure salvation which is found in Jesus
o Butwhat else?
¢ What if God calls you to come and see in a way that you didn’t expect?

Coming and seeing still requires action and expectation:

What actions have you taken?

What are you anticipating with expectation to see?

Will you still act on the invitation to see when it is hard?

Testimony Part 2 — | had to experience the love of God, through His word, through His people,
through community.

What has He revealed and is revealing?

e His plans and purpose for you?

e His character?

o [Testimony Part 3 — His character, he is GOOD. | have tasted, | have seen that He is good and

that He still has plans for me. That He is the God who is more than enough!

e The goodness of God is not dependant on how we feel about God
e Godis good — that’s it!
e The nature of God is good.



