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CENTRAL TRUTH

When we give thanks to God, we recognize His hand of blessing upon our lives; therefore, we express our
gratitude to Him in worship and in giving.

The giving of thanks to God is a central aspect of faith and reliance upon Him.
The very first purpose of wealth is to honour God with thanksgiving in our hearts.

Wealth, worship and thanksgiving are closely intertwined, perhaps even inseparable.

SERMON DESCRIPTION/BACKGROND

Thanksgiving is gratitude that is directed and expressed towards God! The theme runs through the entire
Bible starting in Genesis and ending in the book of Revelation. The concept of God being worshipped with wealth
and material resources is not only spiritual, but it is Kingdom. God expects that those that worship Him will do it
with the goods and blessings that have been poured out upon them. Furthermore, the Lord is looking for the
response of a thankful heart for the goodness that He has poured up upon them.

e Thanksgiving was central to Old Testament worship - 1Chronicles 16:4 - David appointed some of the
Levites as ministers of thanksgiving before the ark of the Lord, even to celebrate, thank and praise the Lord
God of Israel.

e Thanksgiving is a natural element of Christian worship — all the Pauline letters start with a thanksgiving
except for Galatians.

The Bible emphasizes the importance of giving thanks in various passages. Here are some key teachings:

1. Gratitude as a command: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 encourages believers to "rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."

2. Thankfulness in prayer: Philippians 4:6 advises us to "not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."

3. Recognizing God's goodness: Psalms 107:1 states, "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love
endures forever." This highlights gratitude as a response to God’s nature and actions.

4. Public acknowledgment: Colossians 3:15-17 encourages believers to let the peace of Christ rule in their
hearts and to always be thankful, both privately and in community.

5. An attitude of thankfulness: Ephesians 5:20 advises us to, "always give thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ," promoting a lifestyle of gratitude.
SERMON DESCRIPTION

Overall, the Bible teaches that giving thanks is a fundamental aspect of faith, fostering a spirit of appreciation and
recognition of God's blessings.



SERMON QUESTIONS & OBJECTIVES

1. What do they need to know?
e ltis imperative that we worship God and give thanks to Him with our wealth.

2. Why do they need to know it?
e God takes account of all that is brought before Him and that which is withheld.

3. How should they apply it?
e  Worship God with your wealth.

OPENING LINE
It is not enough just to be thankful; our thanks must be first directed towards God.

| am sure that we have all heard the phrase, “put your money where your mouth is”, perhaps there is no truer
saying, then when it applies to money, God, and worship.

READING - MAIN PASSAGE

Luke 12:34
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
e The GPS of your heart is designed to follow your treasure.

2Corinthians 8:5
And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

Cain and Abel

Genesis 4:1-4

" Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "l have acquired a man from the
LORD." 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of
the ground. ® And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to
the LORD. # Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his
offering, ...

RESPECT - to look upon or gaze with approval or disapproval, that which is acceptable and unacceptable
o God assesses everything that is brought to Him
e There seems to be two reasons that Abel’'s sacrifice was respected:
1. He gave a better offering because it is what God required — an animal sacrifice
» |t was based on faith and trust
*  When Adam sinned God killed an animal and clothed them, God would have clearly expressed His
expectations and Able understood it and met it
2. Abel brought his sacrifice first to God, simply stated, he respected God before anything else, giving Him
priority in his life, expressing gratitude, and understanding the source of all things; therefore, Abel acted in
faith.

Genesis 4:5
... but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.
¢ Ultimately, Cain came in the process of time and with the wrong sacrifice, unlike his brother Abel, who
responded out of love and faith, Cain responded out of duty and religiosity
e God wanted an animal sacrifice — without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin
o Attitude of the heart matters — it matters to God the way we give because “God loves a cheerful giver”
e Cain would have experienced a double piercing, on one hand, God had rejected him, and secondly, his
brother was accepted, which would have caused jealousy in his heart.



Genesis 4:6

So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?
e Countenance — attitude, demeanour, heart, emotions
e Cain became angry because he was rejected, and his anger turned into a poor attitude
e Cain felt that God should have accepted anything that he brought.

Genesis 4:7
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but
you should rule over it."

e Sinis like a crazed animal

e Leadership is rulership

e God gives choice and empowerment.

Genesis 4:8
Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against
Abel his brother and killed him.
e The first murder was over worship and wealth
e People get angry when we worship God with wealth, for example, Judas became very angry when the
woman poured out the precious ointment that was very costly upon Jesus. This infuriated him, and caused
him to put on a religious attitude, indicating that it could have been sold and given to the poor. Even the
disciples were carried away with his indignation. People can spend money anywhere, but when money is
spent on God that’s when people lose their minds.
o Two types of people/worshippers:
1. They that worship according to God’s ways
2. They that worship according to their own way or sometimes not at all.

Genesis 4:9-12
®Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know. Am | my brother’s keeper?”
19 And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground. ' So
now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your
hand. 12 When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be
on the earth.”

¢ Restlessness and a wandering — no rest in life or wealth

e Itis never enough — no contentment.

Genesis 4:13-15

13 And Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than | can bear! '* Surely You have driven me out this day
from the face of the ground; | shall be hidden from Your face; | shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and
it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.” '® And the LORD said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill
him.

TRANSITION STATEMENT
Nothing reveals and exposes the state of someone’s heart like money.
Money reveals who we worship, who we serve and who has priority in our lives

o Money seems to possess the uncanny ability to reveal what is truly in a person’s heart. It exposes the hidden
attitudes motives and desires both in a positive and negative way.

¢ When it comes to God, nothing could be farther from the truth. People approach Him in a very different way,
some come with gratitude, while others from a sense of duty, and still others do not come at all to pay any
honour or respect.

e This is displayed in various stories within the Bible, for example, one of the very first problems in the early
church had to do with giving of money. It was wealth that exposed the hearts of Ananias and Sapphira, while at
the same time, displaying the generosity, trust and love of Barnabas. Within the very scenario, we see two
different outcomes. It is interesting to see how people respond to God with their wealth.



Criteria Of Worship — Where Else Has God Accepted And Rejected

God sets out acceptable criteria for thanksgiving and worship:

NGO WN =

Out of the will

With material resources

With holiness of life

With quality of substance

Motive with the right attitude — cheerfulness and thanks

Out of secret at times

It is not to be self-serving — pride and reputation

Pride is connected to what we produce; therefore, we need to surrender.

MAIN POINTS

If thanksgiving is a part of worship, what are some of the key elements that make it acceptable to God?

Psalms 107:22
Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and sing joyfully about his glorious acts.

Psalms 50:14
Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God and keep the vows you made to the Most High.

1. Priority matters—first things first—worship God with the wealth that you have been blessed with

a.

This concept is not a suggestion or request, but rather, a demand and an expectation. Those that have

been blessed by God are required to worship Him and honour Him with material wealth and substance.

Whether it is the story of Cain and Abel, the widow with the two mites, or the early church, God analyzes

everything that is brought before Him.

e Furthermore, God accepts it or rejects it based on what He has required, and not on the individual that
has offered it, this means, God is not a respecter of persons, but rather His commands.

Throughout the Bible, we see countless scripture references to money and wealth:

e 16 out of 38 of Jesus’ parables deal with money and possessions

o Nearly 25% of Jesus’ words in the New Testament deal with biblical stewardship

o 1 outof 10 verses in the Gospels deal with money

e There are more than 2,000 scriptures on tithing in the Bible, money, and possessions, which is twice
as many as faith and prayer combined.

2. Purpose matters - prosperity without purpose will always be misguided

a.

Abel purposed in his heart to worship God with his wealth. He was considerate of the ways of God and his
passion was to obey the Lord and to bring thanksgiving to Him. It was joyous for Abel to demonstrate his
gratitude to God and all that he had accomplished for Him.

e For Abel, it was a small thing to sacrifice to a great big God.

Prosperity has many purposes within the life of a believer
o We are given the opportunity to worship God and express our thankfulness for His provisions and
blessings
e We are privileged to partner with Him and fulfill the assignments on our lives and complete the rule of
God
e It demonstrates who rules our lives and who our God truly is, either the living God, or mammon (lucre,
greed, lust)
e It reveals the posture of the human heart:
o Itreveals the passions that lie hidden deep within us
= It reveals our priorities and our true love
» God uses prosperity in order to destroy greed, selfishness and poverty.



3. The posture of the heart matters — “Do you love me more than these?”

a. This is the question that Peter was asked by Jesus at the shore after one of their greatest catches of fish.
At first glance, it would appear that Jesus was questioning Peter’s joy and the affection of his career in
fishing. But perhaps a deeper look would reveal that fishing was not only Peter’s passion but his livelihood,
revenue, and income. With Jesus now resurrected how was Peter going to live? How would he take care of
his family and what did his future look like? Perhaps Jesus was not only asking Peter about his affection,
but also his trust. To put it another way, did Peter trust Jesus enough that He would continue to take care
of him, even though he was not present in a fleshly body?

o These are all legitimate questions that we all ask of ourselves when God places a challenge on the
things that we love.
e The attitude of the heart matters to God
o Be humble of heart — remember the Lord your God
o Be thankful
o Be generous

b. In Abel, we see a man that made God his priority in that, he honoured God first and foremost. Furthermore,
he brought the appropriate sacrifice and because of the posture of his heart, he was accepted by God.
Able operated in faith and trusted God to replace whatever he sacrificed to Him. Abel did not consider his
thanksgiving to God to be a position of loss, but rather one of gain. That is, in honouring God, he was
ahead and not at a loss for what he had given up.

Hebrews 11:4

It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. Abel’s offering gave
evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his approval of his gifts. Although Abel is long
dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith. (NLT)

c. Cain, on the other hand, struggled with this concept, and in the process of time he came with the wrong
sacrifice because it was out of duty. When he was corrected by God, he did not repent, but rather
responded in anger and disappointment towards God. His heart and his attitude were wrong, misplaced,
and misguided which ultimately led to killing his own brother. Perhaps the frustration that he took out on his
brother Abel was really meant for God, and since he could obviously not kill the Creator, he chose to kill
His creation in whom He delighted. In other words, he removed the competition!!

SERMON CONCLUSION - THE CALL TO ACTION

Jesus said, “you cannot serve two masters; you will love the one and hate the other or you will serve the one and
ignore the other”. He indicated that you cannot serve God and mammon at the same time or to the same level. One
of these will take control of your heart because where your treasure is your heart will be also. Jesus also indicates
that the riches of this world are the prerequisite to the wealth of the Kingdom. Therefore, God cannot trust us with
Kingdom riches unless we have proven that we are faithful with the managing of wealth in this world. There seems
to be a principle that is being communicated here that in order to get more from God, we must be faithful with what
has already been entrusted to us.

Luke 16:11
Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?
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INTRODUCTION

God is good and He is faithful, and He is not withholding anything from you; in fact, He is trying to get something to
you. God is trying to reveal Himself to us as we worship Him with our wealth.

When we give God thanks, we:
¢ Recognize His hand of blessing in our lives
o Express that gratitude in our worship and our giving.

What we want to do is continually position ourselves in a place where we:
o UNDERSTAND His faithfulness
e SEE it at work in our lives
o RESPOND with thanksgiving in every part of our lives including our wealth.

We need to worship the Lord and GIVE THANKS with our money, with our wealth
¢ When we do so, we bridge the gap of thanking God for His faithfulness in the present and thanking Him for
His faithfulness with expectancy for the future.

In the Bible we see Abram before he becomes Abraham. Abram goes to war with many kings and wins. He then
brings a tenth of all the goods to the King of Salem, Priest of the Most High God, Melchizedek. There is no
indication that Abram was given any direction from God to do this, and Abram had not yet even had the promise of
Isaac and the numerous descendants on the earth.

After this, in the next chapter, we see God telling Abram, that he is going to give him an inheritance and his
descendants are going to be numerous. In essence Abram, who would become Abraham, stood with his hand
recognizing the giving of thanks to God for defeating his enemy and giving Him thanks with the wealth and with the
other hand stretched in thanksgiving towards his future inheritance.

When you step into God, that is, His will, plans, ways, and you take the limits off, God is not bound by time, God is
outside of the limits we put on Him.

And so, the Bible emphasizes this idea of thanksgiving and gratitude with our wealth.

MAIN PASSAGE

Genesis 4:1-15
In Genesis, in the very beginning, we see this idea of bringing an offering to the Lord with our wealth.

In this passage we see God accepting and rejecting the offering
Throughout the Bible we see God accepting and rejecting offerings at different times and in different places.

God sets out acceptable criteria for thanksgiving and worship, consider:
Willingness to give

With material resources

With holiness of life

With quality of substance

Motive with the right attitude — cheerfulness and thanks

Out of secret at times

It is not to be self-serving — pride and reputation

Pride is connected to what we produce; therefore, we need to surrender
Forgiveness and unforgiveness determining His accepting and rejecting a gift.

CoN>ORWN =



When we look at Cain in this passage in Genesis, how do we know that Cain did not have thankfulness in his heart
when he gave his gift and when God corrected him?
e Thankfulness will bring peace to our heart when we give
Thankfulness should grow our contentment
Thankfulness should increase our joy
Thankfulness helps us to reinterpret or have a different approach to difficult circumstances
Thanksgiving turns a crisis into an opportunity for deeper intimacy with God.

Contrast: Jonah 2:7-10 (AMP)

7 “When my soul was fainting within me,
| remembered the LORD,

And my prayer came to You,

Into Your holy temple.

8“Those who regard and follow worthless idols
Turn away from their [living source of] mercy and lovingkindness.

9 “But [as for me], | will sacrifice to You
With the voice of thanksgiving;

| shall pay that which | have vowed.
Salvation is from the LORD!”

19So the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land.

With Jonah we see:
e Thankfulness helped him to reinterpret and have a different approach to difficult circumstances
e Thanksgiving turned a crisis into an opportunity for deeper intimacy with God.

MAIN POINTS
If thanksgiving is a part of worship, what are some of the key elements that make it acceptable to God?

1. Priority Matters
e This concept of giving is not a suggestion or request, but rather, a demand and an expectation.
Those that have been blessed by God are required to worship Him and honour Him with material wealth
and substance.

e Obedience: Cain could have worked hard at what he did to bring his offering to the Lord, but it was not
what the Lord required.

o A thankful heart wants to give to someone what they desire. In our own lives when we love someone, and
we want to give a gift — if we are thankful for that person and we want to please them we will seek out to
find a gift that they might like or enjoy.

Deuteronomy 11:13

“It shall come about, if you listen obediently and pay attention to My commandments which | command you
today—to love the LORD your God and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul [your choices,
your thoughts, your whole being]—

Mark 12:30
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul (life), and with all your
mind (thought, understanding), and with all your strength.’

Matthew 6:33
But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His way of doing
and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given to you also.



2. Purpose Matters
Abel purposed in his heart to worship God with his wealth. He was considerate of the ways of God and
his passion was to obey the Lord and to bring thanksgiving to Him. It was joyous for Abel to demonstrate his
gratitude to God and all that he had accomplished for Him.

3. The posture of the heart matters — “Do you love me more than these”? DRAW NEAR
We draw near to God when we give thanks. Thanksgiving and praise brings us closer to Him and then He
draws close to us. When God draws close, He cannot help but multiply. We draw near in giving thanks by
offering our wealth, ourselves because we understand it belongs to Him anyway. He is the source, He gives it
to us, He sustains us, He multiplies us. Thanksgiving and praise, worshiping God with our wealth with what
belongs to Him — what He has given us.

a. Peter
e Money in the mouth of fish
¢ Do you love me more than these — fish.

God was telling Peter...I can provide the fish and | can provide the money inside the fishes’ mouth
(Matthew 17:27); | am the ultimate provider.

We see the element of love, trust obedience and faith. God requires us to worship Him with everything,
with our wealth—He is not after our money, He is after our heart!

b. Genesis 4:14-15 (AMP)
14Behold, You have driven me out this day from the face of the land; and from Your face (presence) | will
be hidden, and | will be a fugitive and an [aimless] vagabond on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill
me.” 1% And the LORD said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain, a sevenfold vengeance [that is,
punishment seven times worse] shall be taken on him [by Me].” And the LORD set a [protective] mark (sign)
on Cain, so that no one who found (met) him would kill him.'® So Cain went away from the [manifested]
presence of the LORD, and lived in the land of Nod [wandering in exile], east of Eden

The wrong posture of Cain’s heart ended in him losing the manifested presence of God. Not the
omnipresence of God but the MANIFESTED PRESENCE - that place where God chooses to reveal Himself.

CONCLUSION

Are you ready for God to reveal Himself to you as you worship Him with your wealth?
Jesus said, “you cannot serve two masters, or you will love the one and hate the other or you will serve the one
and ignore the other.”

It is said that “MONEY IS A MEAN MASTER.”

We must be faithful to worship God with what has been entrusted to us:
e How you look, your personality, the place that you live, where you were born, the money you have and will
have
e This is a plan designed by God and you walk in it with thanksgiving and faith.

The will of God is our wealthy place. Nothing will increase us more by living in the plan of God. Part of God’s plan is
for us to worship Him with our wealth. When people replace the plan of God for something of the natural it is
because they are money-minded instead of plan-minded. When we are God’s plan minded that plan lifts us into
the flow of abundance which is connected to the plan. The abundance is with the plan. Step into the plan and you
step in the abundance. Leave the plan and leave the abundance.

We cannot separate God'’s plan from worshipping Him and honouring Him with the substance He has given us by
being obedient, making Him a priority, understanding purpose and posturing our heart with thanksgiving,

Let’s pray — God | pray that you would reveal your plans for our lives through thanksgiving with our wealth.



