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MONDAY | prayer week 2024

“1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of
whom shall | be afraid? 2 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes it is
they who stumble and fall. 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though
war arise against me, yet | will be confident.”

Psalms 27:1-3

Heart ot Victory

David begins this scripture from a place of confidence in his faith in the Lord and he says that
he has no reason to fear. Could you imagine having so much confidence and so much trustin
the strength of God that when you look at the difficulties of your life you say, “I'm not afraid
because | know the strength of God is with me”?

The first day of prayer and fasting this year is really about a heart of victory. There's nothing
worse than a defeated heart and nothing better than a victorious heart. David is saying that, in
God, we have a victorious heart because our strength doesn't come from ourselves. Our
strength comes from the Lord and if He is the source of our strength, then that means we have
an endless supply of strength. The Apostle Paul says, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me”. If there's one thing the Bible communicates over and over again it's that the
Lord is strong enough to handle the struggles of our day-to-day life. On this first day of our
week of prayer and fasting, | want you to know that God has given you a heart of victory. You
don't have to go searching for a heart of victory and you don't have to do anything crazy to earn
a heart of victory.

God has given you a new heart and it's a heart of victory. It's a heart that overcomes and a
heart that perseveres through pain. It's a heart that is full of joy and compassion and looks at
the struggles of life and acknowledges them as real. It overcomes because of the strength of
the Lord.

Today, as you pray and sit down before God, create room and space for His presence to invade
your reality. Pray as if God has already given you the heart of victory. He has not given you a
heart of defeat but of victory. Today, | pray that He fills you with strength in His presence and
may His joy overwhelm you.
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MONDAY | prayer week 2024
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TUESDAY | prayer week 2024

“4 One thing | have desired of the Lord, that will | seek: that | may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple. 5 For in the
time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide
me; He shall set me high upon a rock.

Psalms 27:4 -5

A Heart That Seeks

These verses are amazing as they create a desire and a longing to pursue God. As a people who
are supposed to belong to God, it seems that we seek Him or go to Him as a place to visit and
have fellowship for limited periods of time; mostly when it's convenient for us and fits into our
schedule or when we need something. | know that we are living so far below the experiences
that God intends for us to have in Him. We need to be seeking the presence of God as a place
of habitation where we don't just come into His presence, but we live there. When | look at
verse four, David was a man who spent so much time in the presence of God, yet always longed
for more. He uses words of great passion, great intensity and great intentionality such as, “One
thing | desire”, “l will seek”, “I may dwell”, “to behold”, “to inquire”. David wanted to take up
residence with the Lord and to make the Father his home. This is the idea of abiding in God,
and God living in us. | think about this in the sense of going on vacation. You become so excited
to visit a place because the landscape is beautiful, and you can get away from everything to rest
and relax.

When we visit and experience the beauty of a new place, we are satisfied and content. After a
while we may think that this is such an awesome place that we can see ourselves never having
to leave and ultimately, living there. What do we do then? We begin to inquire about the area,
the town, the village, the city. If we are truly interested, we find out what it takes for us to live
there. We find out what the people who live there do, how they function and go about their
day-to-day lives.

In this same way, we see David begin to deeply desire the presence of the Lord because being
there is beyond anything he has ever experienced. David may have said, “I see your
awesomeness, your beauty Lord, how can | take up residence and live here and make where
You live my home too? | want to know you more; | want to know your ways so | can always stay
in your presence . You are the one, the first desire of my heart”.
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TUESDAY | prayer week 2024

David shows this longing so many times in the Psalms. The more we consume something good,
the more we want of it. Can you imagine living in the sweetness of God'’s presence all the
time? In verse five, David talks about God hiding us in His secret place in times of trouble and
setting us on a rock. This safe place, this habitation of the Lord is not a physical place, it is not a
place moved by circumstance, nor does it mean we will never have any trouble in our lives. It is
a place where no matter what the situation, God continually blesses us, protects us, shelters us
and will never leave us nor forsake us. He sets us in this place with Him.

God does not desire to live in a physical place but in a people. A people who are desiring and
seeking to take up residence in Him and have Him inhabit them. My prayer for us is that we
would begin to have that desire and that longing to not just visit the presence of the Lord, but
live there for every moment of our lives. His presence not only becomes a place of refreshing,
but a place where we live. This place, this habitation, is how we impact the world. We can bring
His love, His wisdom, and His healing to others because we live in His presence. Jesus is the
way, the truth and the life. He makes this presence accessible to us.

The Holy Spirit is our companion and helper who leads us there and keeps us there. | want to
challenge you today to be radical in your pursuit of God. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you the
desire to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Focus on seeking Him until He
becomes the one desire of your heart.
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WEDNESDAY | prayer week 2024

“8 When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, Lord, | will seek.” 9 Do not hide
Your face from me; Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; Do not leave
me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation.10 When my father and my mother forsake me, Then the
Lord will take care of me.

Psalms 27:8-10

Seck My Face

A good mother and father would never forsake their children. As wicked as people may be, the
majority of people are never going to abandon their children. David says that when his mother
and his father forsake him, the Lord will take care of him. | thank God that there is a continual
theme in both the Old and New Testaments, and even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ where
He says, “I will never leave you and | will never forsake you”. That comes from the heart of the
Father. Jesus can say that because He knows His Father. And Jesus knows what it's like to be
forsaken on the cross.

That is the very thing that killed Him. “Father, why have you forsaken me now"? Why did the
Father forsake Him? It was for you and for me because He that knew no sin, became sin so that
you and | might become the righteousness of God. Our Lord, who is connected intimately to
our failures, our iniquities and our infirmities knows what it's like to be abandoned, rejected
and forsaken. For this reason, He says, we will never have to be. Jesus bore that punishment
and consequence for us. He's our help when we need Him. He is not a fair-weather God; He
doesn't leave us when times are tough or when we're in crisis. In fact, at those very moments,
He draws closer.

I'm not sure what's happening in your life today. Maybe you are in a circumstance that's never
going to end. God will not leave you there, He will carry you over. In Psalms 121, David says,
“Where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord”, but he starts by saying, “I
looked up to the hills” and he was questioning where his help would come from. Was someone
going to come help him?

You know, there is a hotline to God. You can call God's 911 emergency line and He will answer.
And what is the secret sauce? The Lord says, “Seek my face”, which speaks of relationship,
intimacy and communication. We know that Moses spoke to God as a man speaks to his friend,
face to face.

O[5 r10 W
£ 7 HEART
SR

by
: HIS
Video Devotionals %



WEDNESDAY | prayer week 2024

God wants us to seek His face, not His hands. In other words, don’t seek Him just for blessings
or the things that He can do for you, but seek His face because you want to know God, because
you want to relate to Him. David said, “When you said this to me, my answer was, 'I'm going to
seek you, Lord, and I'm going to seek you with all my heart'“, following hard after God. We
know that God is with us and we know His presence is with us. We're going to follow hard after
the Lord and seek Him with our time, our passion, our energy, our resources and whatever else
it takes.

We are going to align ourselves to seek God because He is our help. The critical part of this
scripture is when David says that he will seek God with his heart; the core of who He is, not with
his mind, not with his eyes, but with his heart and the core of what he believes. Everything flows
from our heart. When we seek God with all our heart, He'll be found, He will make Himself
available. That's the grace of our Father. He loves us and is with us. He is our present help when
we need Him. He'll never leav an
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THURSDAY | prayer week 2024

“11 Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a smooth path, because of my enemies. 12 Do not
deliver me to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and such as
breathe out violence.

Psalms 27:11-12

Teach Me How To Live

Has anyone ever made up a lie about you? One of the most powerful weapons in the Devil's
arsenal is lies. The Bible is clear; the Devil is a liar and the father of lies. The Devil is bent on
character assassination and he tries his best to soil our character and tarnish our reputation.
He tried the same thing with Jesus as He stood before the high priest. Many false witnesses
came to testify against Jesus. The enemy can be unrelenting.

If the enemy can get inside your head, he can throw you off the course that God has set for
your life. The enemy won't stop so we can't cease to daily ask God to teach us and lead us in
truth and to deliver us from the traps and lies of the enemy. What is David asking here? He's
praying that God would lead him in such a way that his enemies' accusations will have no truth
or merit to them, no sticking power. Specifically, he's saying to God to teach him to live in
alignment with His will so that his enemies cannot throw him off the course that God has set
for him.

Remember when Joshua, the high priest, stood before the Lord and the enemy appeared to
accuse him? This is what the Lord said, “the Lord rebuke thee, O Satan...is not this a brand plucked
out of the fire? (Zechariah 3:2, KJV). The Lord gave instructions for the soiled garments of the high
priest to be removed and clothed him with fresh garments (his sins were cleansed) and charged
him to walk in His ways and keep His instructions.

What lies has the enemy been spreading against you? What lies has he convinced you to tell
yourself? My prayer is that the Truth of God’s Word will be your shield and defence. That your
very life and conduct refute the lies of the enemy. You are a branch plucked out of the fire; you
are a new creation in Christ because you are cleansed and are being cleansed by the blood of
Jesus and the washing of the Word. You have the right to ask God to teach you and lead you in
that which is right and true.
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THURSDAY | prayer week 2024

Pray these prayers:

“Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground”
(Psalms 143:10, NIV).

“Direct my footsteps according to your word, let no sin rule over me.”
(Psalms 119:133, NIV).

God is ready to teach, but are you willing to learn, to be led by the pillar of cloud, by the pillar of
fire, to be led by the Word of God and by the Spirit of Christ? Living in alignment with God’s way
is one of the greatest defences against the enemy.
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FRIDAY | prayer week 2024

“13 | would have lost heart, unless | had believed that | would see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. 14 Wait on the Lord,; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait,
I say, on the Lord".

Psalms 27:13-14

Strength ot Heart

On the last day of our week of prayer, let's talk about strength of heart. David states that he
would have lost heart and he acknowledges the reality of his situation. A normal response to
the reality of his situation and his circumstances would have been to lose heart, but his belief in
the goodness of the Lord kept him.

This reveals that our belief allows us to respond to circumstances and situations in a way that
the average person who doesn't know Jesus wouldn't. If the normal way to respond to a
discouraging situation is to lose strength and be disheartened, then our faith allows us to have
a response that is not normal. We can continue to believe and hope in God. David believed that
he would see the goodness of the Lord, so the question becomes, what are we putting our faith
in? We're putting our faith in the fact that no matter our circumstances or situations, we will see
the goodness of God. We will see the goodness of God as we continue to put our hope in Him
and as we continue to put our faith in Him, our hearts will be strengthened.

David continues and says, “Wait on the Lord.” Waiting is one of the hardest things we have to go
through and, for most, it doesn’t come naturally. When we're waiting for the Lord, we know that
God is going to do what is good, but when we're waiting for Him to do that thing, it sometimes
can feel like an eternity. There is, however, a right way to wait. While waiting, we should be of
good courage, and to clarify, have the right perspective in mind. Don't let the waiting disorient
you, remember that God is still good, and He has a plan. God still has a hope and a future for
you so don't let the waiting throw off the reality of who God is. Be of good courage in your
waiting. When you're waiting the right way, He will strengthen your heart. How amazing is that?
In the waiting, we actually acknowledge our limitations. You only have to wait for God if you
cannot do what God can do. If you could do what God could do, you wouldn't have to wait for

Him.
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FRIDAY | prayer week 2024

The moment we acknowledge that we're waiting for God, we're acknowledging our limitations
and we're saying, “l cannot do in my strength what God can do for me”. When we acknowledge
our limitations and our weaknesses, we invite His strength. Isn't that what Jesus said to Paul the
Apostle? He said that it is in our weakness that His power is made perfect. When we
acknowledge our weakness and our limitations, God sees that as an invitation to step in and do
what only He can do.

This is what strengthens your heart. To know that God not only goes before you, but He goes
behind you, and He is waiting for you to invite Him in. As you wait for Him, express your
limitations and your weaknesses and invite the power and strength of God into your life. | pray
that you feel the strength of heart within you, even though you're at the end of fasting and may
feel weak. | declare that your spirit shall be strengthened. Your heart shall be strengthened as
you wait on the Lord. Be of good courage!
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