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Sermon Description 
In the last days, a one-world religion will join forces with the political and economic system to create a 
super religion across the face of the earth. The Book of Revelation describes this religion as a woman, 
more concisely, a prostitute—this will be the false religion of the day. She will use the political system to 
gain power. John writes that the woman (i.e., the false church) will ride the beast (i.e., the Antichrist) 
during the Tribulation but only for a short period of time. The False Prophet and the Antichrist will join 
hands in creating a spiritual substitute for people to focus on. The object of their worship will be the 
beast, his image, and his mark. The apostate church will be part of this conglomerate and it will give 
credibility to the worldwide religion from a Christian standpoint. The true church, the Body of Christ, and 
anyone who resists going along with the agenda will be severely persecuted. This religion is described 
as a woman and a harlot who rides the beast for power and influence. This demonic trio will confuse and 
deceive many. However, this alliance will not last long, and eventually, the Antichrist will turn on the 
woman and devour her. After this, the Lord will return and He will judge and destroy the Antichrist, the 
False Prophet and the false religion known as Babylon.    
 
Main Passage 
 
The Great Prostitute and the Beast 
Revelation 17: 1-18 
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, 
“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings 
of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication.” 
 

3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was 
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand 
a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 5 And on her forehead a 
name was written: 
 

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH. 

 
6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And 
when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 
 

7 But the angel said to me, “Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the 
beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 8 The beast that you saw was, and 
is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will 
marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see 
the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 
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9 “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman 
sits. 10 There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when 
he comes, he must continue a short time. 11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, 
and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 
 

12 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive 
authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, and they will give their power 
and authority to the beast. 14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for 
He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 
 

15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, 
nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make 
her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill 
His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are 
fulfilled. 18 And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.” 
 
2Thessalonians 2:3-4 
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, 
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is 
called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God. 

• Satan’s rule as god of this world lasts for a brief moment  
• The False Prophet will set up the image of the Antichrist in the temple at the mid-point of the 

Tribulation and command the Jews to worship the image and the beast 
• The Jews, in obedience to the Law and the Commandments, will resist the worship of idols, and 

according to Jesus, their refusal will send the False Prophet on a killing spree.  
 
1) What does Babylon mean in the Bible? What does it represent?  

 
Babylon is not only a physical location but also a philosophy and a system. The city Babylon has its 
roots all the way into the Tower of Babel and into ancient Rome. It is an idea and concept of a 
human civilization without the need of God or His guiding principles. It is based on humanism, 
equality, and human rights.  
 
• It is a political, economic, and religious system, an ideology, a philosophy, a belief system 

o They will all combine into one mega city 
  

• It is named over 256 times in the Bible, it is the second most named city in the Bible other than 
Jerusalem 
o The last three chapters of the Book of Revelation speak of the city, and it is also mentioned in 

the book of Genesis 
 

• The adornment suggests earthly glory, power, and wealth - commerce is a big part of the city 

• She is filled with idolatry, seduction, sensuality, and abominations - everything that is anti-

Kingdom and anti-God is in this city 

• Moral condition - She is filled with idolatry, false worship, and defilements 

• Global agendas - climate change, pandemics.   
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2) It is a mind-set – It is a philosophy, a system that wants to control people’s way of thinking while 
making them believe that they are free 

 
• In the Old Testament, the Jewish people were under the control of Nebuchadnezzar and 

Babylon, yet they were free to live their daily lives 
 

• The great deception was that the people were free when, in reality, their thoughts were being 
controlled, which in turn means that their behaviour was scrutinized. 
 

3) It is a rival city to the city of God – Jerusalem 
 

• As a city: Symbolic of the ancient city of Rome—a type of every idolatrous system opposed to 
Christ  

 
• Babel appears in Genesis, the first book of the Bible, and in Revelation, the last book of the 

Bible. In Genesis, it is Babel. In Revelation 17 it morphs into Mystery Babylon and is revealed 
both as a mother and a city that incurs the wrath of God, and which is destroyed towards the end 
of the Great Tribulation  
 

• Babel is a political ideal which has never died, and which is still the world’s quest to achieve. At 
the Tower of Babel, politics and religion merged into one huge system of world unity 

o Babylon thus represents all that is opposed to God religiously and politically because it 
seeks to shut Him out of His world 

o God’s plan is to have Christ rule His Kingdom on earth, Satan’s plan is domination of the 
planet 

o In Babel it was Nimrod - the first type of antichrist. His name means rebel. In the final 
days it will be The Man of Sin.  

o Babel means “gate to God.” Thus, the spirit of Babylon is a denial of the grace of God in 
Christ.  

 
Quote 
By 600 B.C, King Nebuchadnezzar would rebuild Babylon into a great empire. At the height of its 
powers, Babylon would fall, in one night, to the armies of Cyrus the Persian in 539 B.C, and the 
city would be reduced to ruins. But the city has never been extinguished, even as its rival, 
Jerusalem, has endured numerous ransacking over the centuries but is still standing, and waiting 
for its revival the glorious city of the millennial era (Matthew 24:15). It seems evident that Babylon 
will also rise from its lowly state and will grow to become a great commercial center and rallying 
point for a one-world religion with its hands firmly gripped on the political steering wheel. Mystery 
Babylon will realize the goal of Nimrod’s Babel, albeit for a short time, under the auspices of the 
two beasts that will grab hold of the world during this period. She will reappear in her dual aspect, 
social and political, towards the end of days, and like her predecessor, she too will fall 
(Revelation18:1-2) ~ Pastor Richard Ruparin  
 

• The question is why? What is it about this city that keeps it rising from the ashes every time it is 
destroyed? Why are 3 out of 22 chapters of the final book of the Bible devoted to this city? What 
is the importance of this entity that brings it into the biblical narrative more than 260 times, 
second only to Jerusalem?  
 

• Babylon as a literal city may not have much importance to us, but as a political and religious 
system that defies the government of God, it does, and this explains why the wrath of God will 
always be directed at all of man’s efforts to exclude Him from His world 
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• Both the Genesis and Revelation accounts occur at approximately the same location—that is 
between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers 
o So, we know the correlation with Babel and Babylon is not accidental. This system has 

always fought with the Kingdom of God for domination.  
 
4) Babylon the Great: Why is she described as a whore?  
 

The language that John uses to describe the false religion is very strong and graphic. In his vision, 
he sees the city and this false substitution as a woman, a prostitute no less. But not only is she a 
harlot she is literally the mother of harlotry and every evil and wicked and abominable thing upon the 
face of the earth. It is very interesting that we are living in a day where we celebrate what the Bible 
calls wicked. This means that the system is alive and well and operating, in fact it is emerging. 
 
It is interesting to note that the Bible speaks about Christ and His bride. Their relationship is based 
on marriage, covenant, purity, and exclusivity. The marriage bed remains undefiled in the spirit 
realm. When we tamper with the world and the demonic it is comparable to spiritual adultery and like 
cheating on God in Christ. But the prostitute, The Great Babylon, does not carry any of these values. 
She could care less about commitment, purity, and faithfulness.  
 
Consider some of the language and behaviour that is associated with prostitution: 

 
• Sexuality and sensuality: In our modern-day world, people not only want to legalize prostitution 

but make it a viable and acceptable form of generating income. They are trying to remove the 
stigma of this ancient practice and make it as normal as any other job.  

 
• Names: In ancient Rome, prostitutes were required to display their names upon their foreheads. 

Babylon The Great has a name upon her forehead—she is called “Mystery Babylon the Great 
Mother of Harlots and of the Abominations of the Earth”. Furthermore, she has blasphemous 
names and spews out venom against God, the Kingdom, and His people. 
 

• Money: Prostitution has always been about exchanging sexual favours for money. The language 
in the Book of Revelation suggests a system that is seductive, sensual and exchanges favours 
for wealth. How many times do we hear in the news of this very thing occurring? 
 

• Power: Prostitution, sexuality, power, and position have always been interchanged and 
interchangeable. Vital secrets have been traded, critical information and various resources of all 
types have been traded because sexuality was involved.  
 

• Drunkenness:  John describes the woman as being drunk with the blood of the Saints, which 
means she was intoxicated by the death of God’s people. This would suggest that there were 
many that were destroyed by her, for her to be in such a condition. The fact that she drinks their 
blood suggests that the system has murdered these very people who resisted her.  

 
5) Paul describes the apostate church  
 

The last days are going to be difficult times for believers as some will depart from the true faith. Paul 
describes the spiritual condition of the church and warns people about the future.  
 
Godlessness in the Last Days 
 
2Timothy 3:1-9 
1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, 
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, 
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headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into 
households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various 
lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and 
Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved 
concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs 
also was. 

 
Are we in an apostate state now?  

 
From Barna Research And Statistics 

• 1,871 people were surveyed – self-described Christians were asked about their perception of 
God. 
o Four out of ten Christians (40%) strongly agreed that Satan, “is not a living being but is 

a symbol of evil”  
o An additional two out of ten Christians (19%) said they “agree somewhat” with that 

perspective  
o A minority of Christians indicated that they believe Satan is real by disagreeing with the 

statement: one-quarter (26%) disagreed strongly and about one-tenth (9%) disagreed 
somewhat. The remaining 8% were not sure what they believe about the existence of Satan. 

 
• More than one-fifth (22%) strongly agreed that Jesus Christ sinned when He lived on 

earth, with an additional 17% agreeing somewhat 
o Holding the opposing view were 9% who disagreed somewhat and 46% who disagreed 

strongly  
o Six percent did not have an opinion on this matter. 

 
• About half (47%) of the Christians who believed that Satan is merely a symbol of evil 

nevertheless agreed that a person can be under the influence of spiritual forces such as demons 
 

• About half (49%) of those who agreed that the Holy Spirit is only a symbol but not a living 
entity also agreed that the Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches, even though 
the Bible clearly describes the Holy Spirit as more than a symbolic reference to God’s power or 
presence 

 
• About one-third (33%) of the self-defined Christians who agree that the Bible, Koran and 

Book of Mormon all teach the same truths simultaneously contend that the Bible is totally 
accurate in its principles, even though the three sacred books have very different ideas about 
truth, salvation, and the nature of God. 

 
6) How does the story end? 
 
Christ Overthrows the Anti-Christ  
 
Revelation 19:17-21 
18 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly 
in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat 
the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit 
on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.” 
 

19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false 
prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with 
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brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on 
the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
 
Observations of the passage  
 
The Battle of Armageddon is described here 

• Christ destroys the beast and the false prophet and their armies that have gathered against Him 
and against Israel. 

 
Questions & Discussion 
 

1) What and who is Babylon?  
 

2) Why is the false religion likened to a prostitute?  
 

3) What is the apostate church? 
 

4) How does the story end?  
 


